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Département de science politique jean.lachapelle.1@umontreal.ca

3150, rue Jean-Brillant, C-4027
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Academic
appointments

Assistant Professor 2022-
Université de Montréal, Department of Political Science

Research Associate 2021-
V-Dem Institute, University of Gothenburg

Assistant Professor 2021-2022
University of Oslo, Department of Political Science

Research Fellow 2019-2021
University of Gothenburg, V-Dem Institute

Postdoctoral Fellow 2017-2019
University of Michigan, Weiser Center for Emerging Democracies

Predoctoral Fellow 2014-2015
Harvard Kennedy School, Middle East Initiative

Visiting Fellow 2014
American University in Cairo, Department of Political Science

Education Ph.D., Political Science 2017
University of Toronto

M.A., Sociology 2011
Université du Québec à Montréal

L.L.C.E.R., Langues et cultures arabes 2009
Université Toulouse – Jean Jaurès

M.Sc., Physics 2008
McGill University

B.Sc., Honours Mathematics and Physics 2005
McGill University

Journal
articles

1. Lachapelle, J., & Hellmeier, S. (2024). Pathways to Democracy after Authoritarian Breakdown:
Comparative Case Selection and Lessons from the Past. International Political Science Review,
45(1), 123-143.
https://doi.org/10.1177/01925121221138408

2. Slater, D., & Lachapelle, J., Way, L., Casey, A. (2023). The Origins of Military Supremacy in
Dictatorships. Journal of Democracy, 34(3), 5-20.
https://doi.org/10.1177/01925121221138408

3. Lachapelle, J. (2022). Repression Reconsidered: Bystander Effects and Legitimation in Author-
itarian Regimes. Comparative Politics, (54)4, 695-716.
https://doi.org/10.5129/001041522x16317396828722

4. Edgell, A. B., Lachapelle J., Lührmann, A, & Maerz, S. F. (2021). Pandemic Backsliding:
Violations of Democratic Standards during Covid-19. Social Science and Medicine, 285 :114244.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2021.114244

5. Lachapelle, J., Levitsky, S., Way, L. A., & Casey, A. E. (2020). Social Revolution and Authori-
tarian Durability. World Politics, 72 (4), 557-600.
https://doi.org/10.1017/s0043887120000106
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6. Lachapelle, J. (2020). No Easy Way Out: The Effect of Military Coups on State Repression.
Journal of Politics, (82)4, 1354–1372.
https://doi.org/10.1086/707309

7. Lachapelle, J., & Brandenberger, R. H.(2009) Preheating with Non-Standard Kinetic Term,
Journal of Cosmology and Astroparticle Physics, (4)20, 2009. (Physics).
https://doi:10.1088/1475-7516/2009/04/020

Chapters in
Edited
Volumes

1. Lachapelle, J. Repression of Islamists and Authoritarian Survival in the Arab World: A Case
Study of Egypt. (2022). In The Oxford Handbook of Politics in Muslim Societies. Eds. Melani
Cammett and Pauline Jones. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 101-114.

2. Lachapelle, J. (2014) Puissance et vulnérabilité de l’appareil sécuritaire égyptien. In Soulèvements
populaires et recompositions politiques dans le Monde arabe. Eds. Frédéric Vairel and Michel
Camau. Montréal: Presses de l’Université de Montréal, 277-296.

Datasets 1. Pandemic Backsliding Project (with Amanda Edgell, Seraphine F. Maerz, Anna Lührmann),
available at: www.github.com/vdeminstitute/pandem

2. Episodes of Regime Transformation (ERT) Dataset (with Seraphine F. Maerz, Amanda Edgell,
Laura Maxwell, Richard Morgan, Juraj Medzihorsky, Matthew C. Wilson, Vanessa A. Boese,
Sebastian Hellmeier, Patrik Lindenfors, Anna Lührmann, and Staffan I. Lindberg), available at:
www.github.com/vdeminstitute/ERT.

Policy
Briefs &
Other
Publications

1. “Editor’s Introduction”, APSA Democracy and Autocracy Newsletter: The International After-
math of the Arab Spring,” 2021.

2. “State of the world 2020: Autocratization Turns Viral,” Democratization, 2021. With Sebastian
Hellmeier, Rowan Cole, Sandra Grahn, Palina Kolvani, Anna Lührmann, Seraphine F. Maerz,
Shreeya Pillai, and Staffan I. Lindberg. (Editor invited).

3. “Democracy Report 2021. Autocratization Turns Viral,” V-Dem Institute, 2021. With Nazifa
Alizada, Rowan Cole, Lisa Gastaldi, Sandra Grahn, Sebastian Hellmeier, Palina Kolvani, Anna
Lührmann, Seraphine F. Maerz, Shreeya Pillai, and Staffan I. Lindberg.

4. “Pandemic Backsliding: Democracy Nine Months into the Covid-19 Pandemic.” V-Dem Policy
Brief, No. 26, December 2020. With Palina Kolvani, Shreeya Pillai, Amanda B. Edgell, Sandra
Grahn, Stefanie Kaiser, and Anna Lührmann.

5. “Pandemic Backsliding: Democracy and Disinformation Seven Months into the Covid-19 Pan-
demic,” V-Dem Policy Brief, No.25. Oct. 25, 2020. With Palina Kolvani, Martin Lundstedt,
Seraphine F. Maerz, Anna Lührmann, Sandra Grahn and Amanda B. Edgell.

6. “An Update on Pandemic Backsliding: Democracy Four Months After the Beginning of the
Covid-19 Pandemic,” V-Dem Policy Brief, No.24. Jun. 30, 2020. With Amanda B. Edgell,
Sandra Grahn, Anna Lührmann, and Seraphine Maerz.

7. “Does the Coronavirus Endanger Democracy in Europe?.” In How the Coronavirus Tests Euro-
pean Democracy. Ed. Richard Youngs. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Jun. 23,
2020. With Anna Lührmann, Amanda B. Edgell, Sandra Grahn, and Seraphine Maerz.

8. “Crisis, Coercion, and Authoritarian Durability: Explaining Diverging Responses to Anti-
Regime Protest in Egypt and Iran.” With Steven Levitsky and Lucan Way. Stanford Center on
Democracy, Development and the Rule of Law CDDRL Working Paper, Vol. 127, 2012.

9. “Lessons from Egypt’s Tax Collectors.” Middle East Report (MERIP): 264, 2012.

Media “Tensions Israël-Iran: La scène internationale appelle à une désescalade”, LCN, Québec Matin,
Apr. 15, 2024.

“2024, la démocratie à l’épreuve des urnes” (Ximena Sampson), Radio-Canada, Jan. 7, 2024.

“COP27: L’Égypte tente de masquer sa répression,” La Presse, Nov. 12, 2022.
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“Taliban Leaders are Back in Charge in Afghanistan. Can they Control their Own Army?”,
Monkey Cage, Washington Post, Au. 27, 2021. With Adam Casey and Dan Slater.

“En Tunisie, l’euphorie fait place à l’attente” (Anne-Marie Provost), Le Devoir, August 7, 2021.

“Dix ans après la révolution, la Tunisie à un tournant” (Pascaline David), La Presse, July 27,
2021.

““Why Revolutions Endure When Democracies (and Dictatorships) Don’t” (Max Fisher), New
York Times, The Interpreter Newsletter, Jun. 25, 2024.

“Division among Americans Fueling ’Authoritarian Rhetoric’ within the GOP, Study Suggests,
CTV News, November 14, 2020.

“Why did Egyptian security see Giulio Regeni as a threat?” Monkey Cage, Washington Post,
Mar. 7, 2016.

Selected
Grants and
Scholarships

FRQ, Soutien à la recherche pour la relève professorale (45,000 CAD) 2023-26

Ontario Graduate Scholarship (15,000 CAD) 2015-16

Dissertation Research Award, UofT Political Science Dpt. (5,000 CAD) 2015

SSHRC-Canada Graduate Scholarship, Foreign Study Supplement (6,000 CAD) 2013-14

Ontario Graduate Scholarship (15,000 CAD) 2013-14

UofT School of Graduate Studies Travel Grant (5,250 CAD) 2013

SSHRC-Joseph-Armand Bombardier Scholarship (105,000 CAD) 2010-13

FRQ Graduate Scholarship (60,000 CAD, declined) 2010-13

FRQ Graduate Scholarship (30,000 CAD) 2008-10

McGill University Graduate Studies Fellowship (5,000 CAD) 2007

Selected
presenta-
tions

Discussant for the Authoritarian Political Systems Group Workshop, Apr. 23, 2024 (online).

Western Political Science Association (WPSA), Mini-Conference on Undemocratic Politics, Van-
couver, Aug. 28, 2024.

Conference: “What the Rise of Authoritarian Middle Powers Means for Global Politics,” Uni-
versity of Ottawa, Aug. 27, 2024.

American Political Science Association (APSA) Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, Aug. 31, 2023.

International Studies Association (ISA) Annual Meeting, Montréal, Mar. 15, 2023.

Séminaire de la Chaire de recherche en études électorales, Université de Montréal, Jan. 23, 2023.

Middle East Studies Association (MESA) Annual Conference. Denver, Dec. 2, 2022.

Workshop on Experimental approaches to authoritarianism and political violence, University of
Oslo, Norway, October 13, 2022.

American Political Science Association (APSA) Annual Meeting, Montréal, Sep. 17, 2022.

Jan Tinbergen European Peace Science Conference, King’s College London, June 21, 2022.

Comparative Institutions and Regimes (CIR) Workshop University of Oslo, May 20, 2022.

Political Data Science (PODS), workshop University of Oslo, May 12, 2022.

University of Oslo’s ELDAR/PoD workshop Athens, Greece, Feb. 10, 2022.

ELDAR/PoD UiO workshop Athens, Greece, Feb. 10, 2022.

Middle East Studies Association (MESA Annual Conference. Montréal (online), Dec. 1, 2021.

V-Dem lunch seminar University of Gothenburg, Nov. 24, 2021.

Comparative Institutions and Regimes (CIR) Workshop University of Oslo, Nov. 19, 2021.

Historical Institutions Lab (HIL) workshop University of Michigan – Ann Arbor, Oct. 28, 2021.
With Adam Casey and Dan Slater.

Invited speaker. Belgrade Security Forum, Dismantling Covidocracy - Protecting Democracy
Oct. 27, 2021.
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American Political Science Association (APSA) Annual Meeting, Sep. 28, 2021.

Democratic Backsliding & Opportunities,” USAID, Center for Democracy, Human Rights and
Governance (DRG) Asia Pacific Conference. Invited speaker, 19 May 2021.

Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA) Annual Meeting, Apr. 15, 2021.

International Studies Association (ISA) Annual Meeting, Apr. 9, 2021.

“The Implications of COVID-19 for Civic Spaces: Assessing data, patterns and trends,” Virtual
Workshop, 25 March 2021. With Anna Lührmann, Seraphine F. Maerz, and Amanda B. Edgell.

“Democratic Backsliding, Cause for Concern in the United States,” Simon Fraser University -
Political Science Department, Mar. 19, 2021.

“Democracy and Disinformation during the Covid-19 Pandemic,” V-Dem Institute, Nov 2, 2020.
With Anna Lührmann, Seraphine F. Maerz, Sandra Grahn and Amanda B. Edgell.

Invited speaker. “Flashpoint Lebanon,” WCED - University of Michigan Webinar. Oct. 6, 2020.

American Political Science Association (APSA) Annual Meeting, Sep. 9 and Sep. 11, 2020.

Gothenburg Research Group on Elections, Public Opinion and Political Behavior (GEPOP),
Morning Meetings, May 15, 2020.

Invited speaker. Department of Sociology and Political Science, NTNU, Tronheim, Norway.,
December 5, 2019.

American Political Science Association (APSA), Washington, D.C., August 29, 2019.

Understanding Political & Social Change in Muslim States & Societies workshop, U Michigan-
Ann Arbor, May 10, 2019.

Politics and Historical Legacies Conference, U Michigan-Ann Arbor, Apr. 29, 2019.

The Politics of Authoritarian Regimes Mini-Conference, Southern Political Science Association
(SPSA), Austin, TX, Jan. 17, 2019.

Midwest Workshop in Empirical Political Science, Washington University in St Louis, Oct. 5,
2018.

Conflict & Peace, Research & Development (CPRD), U Michigan – Ann arbor, Dec. 1, 2018.

American Political Science Association (APSA), Boston, MA., Sep. 1, 2018.

Comparative Politics Workshop (CPW), University of Michigan – Ann Arbor, Mar. 23, 2018.

Conflict & Peace, Research & Development (CPRD), U Michigan – Ann arbor, Jan. 22, 2018.

Middle East Studies Association (MESA) Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., Nov. 19, 2017.

Unraveling the Arab Spring: Egypt Since 2011 Conference, U Michigan–Ann Arbor, Weiser
Center for Emerging Democracies (WCED), Nov. 7, 2017.

International Political Association (IPSA) Annual Meeting, Poznán, Poland, Jul. 28, 2016.

APSA Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA, Sep. 4 and 5, 2015.

Middle East Initiative Research Fellows Seminar Series, Harvard Kennedy School, Feb. 20, 2015.

Social Science History Association (SSHA) Annual Conference, Toronto, Canada, Nov. 7, 2014.

APSA Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., Aug. 30, 2014.

APSA Annual Meeting, Chicago, Il., Aug. 30, 2013.

Conflict, Legitimacy and Authoritarian Rule Workshop, U Michigan–Ann Arbor, Apr.26, 2013.

APSA Annual Meeting. New Orleans, LA., Aug. 31, 2012 (cancelled).

MESA Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., Dec. 1, 2011

Teaching POL6627: Les régimes autoritaires, Winter 2023-24.
Université de Montréal, Department of Political Science.

POL1009: La politique comparée, Fall 2022-23.
Université de Montréal, Department of Political Science.

POL3908: Politique comparée: enjeu actuel, Fall 2023.
Université de Montréal, Department of Political Science.
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STV-1300: Introduction to Comparative Politics, Spring 2022.
University of Oslo, Department of Political Science (co-taught).

STV-2350: Autocratic Politics, Spring 2022.
University of Oslo, Department of Political Science (co-taught).

STV-2350: Threats to Democracy, Spring 2022.
University of Oslo, Department of Political Science (co-taught).

Graduate thesis supervision and evaluation: University of Oslo, Department of Political Science,
2021-2022; University of Gothenburg, Department of Political Science 2019-2021.

University of Michigan – Ann Arbor, Weiser Fellows Teaching Workshops, 2017-2019.

University of Toronto, Teaching Assistant (political science): Politics of Islam; Politics of Global
Governance; Democracy, War, Peace; Politics of Development ; Politics of Protest in the Middle
East (2011-2017)

McGill University, Teaching Assistant, Quantum Mechanics, Electrodynamics, 2007-08).

American University in Cairo, Teaching Assistant: Advanced Calculus, Discrete Mathematics
and Analysis, 2006.

Professional
service

Université de Montréal - Département de science politique
Commission du premier cycle (2022-)
Guest lectures: POL6415 - Synthèse: politique comparée (Winter 2023), POL6615 - Enjeux
politique de l’Asie du Sud-Est (Winter 2023).

Service to the Discipline
Referee and discussant: APSA Democracy & Autocracy, Graduate Student Workshop, 2023.
Guest Editor: APSA Democracy & Autocracy Newsletter, Vol. 19(2), September 2021.
Selection committee: U Michigan - WCED Postdoctoral Fellowships, 2019.

Article Referee: American Political Science Review (x3), Comparative Political Studies (x3),
International Security (x2), Comparative Politics (x2), Journal of Peace Research (x2), Jour-
nal of Politics, International Organization, Government and Opposition, Social Science and
Medicine, Economics and Politics, Conflict Management and Peace Science, International Area
Studies Review, Journal of Arabian Studies, Journal of North African Studies, Democratisation,
Journal of International Relations and Development, Partecipazione e Conflitto (Participation
and Conflict).

Grant Referee: European Research Council (ERC), National Research Council (Canada),
Fonds de recherche du Québec sur la société et la culture.

Book Reviews
Why Alliances Fail: Islamist and Leftist Coalitions in North Africa. By Matt Buehler. Syracuse:
Syracuse University Press, 2018. 304p. Perspectives on Politics, 17(4), 1234-1235, 2019.

Government Outreach

- Ministère des Relations internationales et de la Francophonie (MRIF) et Institut du Québec
(IDQ). Formation sur le Moyen-Orient, 2022-2024.

- U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), V-Dem guest lecturer, 2021.

Guest Lectures: Khalil al-Anani (Johns Hopkins 2024), Amanda Edgell (U Alabama 2020,
2022), Nahomi Ichino (U Michigan 2019), Tarek Masoud (Harvard 2014).

Affiliations: Centre d’études et de recherches internationales (CÉRIUM), Centre d’études sur
la paix et la sécurité internationale (CEPSI), Réseau d’analyse stratégique - Network for Strate-
gic Analysis, American Political Science Association (APSA), Middle East Studies Associa-
tion (MESA), International Studies Association (ISA), Midwest Political Science Association
(MPSA), Chaire Raoul-Dandurand, Observatoire sur le Moyen-Orient et l’Afrique du Nord.
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Languages - French (Native).

- English.

- Arabic.

Undergraduate degree in Arabic language from U Toulouse - J. Jaurès (2009).
Year-long training at Dpt. d’Enseignement de l’Arabe Contemporain (DEAC), Egypt
(2005-06).

- Spanish. Minor Concentration in Hispanic Studies at McGill University (2001-05).

- Portuguese. Minor Concentration in Hispanic Studies at McGill University (2001-05).
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